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SMASH  COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

Sandbach Middlewich Alsager Scholar Green and Haslington 

DECEMBER 2020 

  

GOOD NEWS STORIES  
Alsagers Milton Park Gardens gets its flagpole to display its Green flag status. The park was awarded 

the Green Flag status on 14th October 2019 and the flag has now been raised at the garden’s 

entrance. 

The Green Flag Award is given to publicly accessible parks and open spaces, in recognition of good 

management and best practice, in the green space sector.  

The Friends of Milton Park meet regularly to consider improvements to the park and appreciate the 

amount of time and care that volunteers give in helping to keep the park and gardens, planted and 

tidy. 

The group has now turned its attention to the Skate Park. Cheshire East Connected Communities 

(Youth Section) will work with the Friends to draw up plans to upgrade the skate park. This will be a 

lengthy process and the new group will meet for the first time in December. 

The first and most important part of the plans will be the consultation process. Watch this space.  

Friends of Milton Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

One You Cheshire East is a free health service 

designed to help the residents of Cheshire East lead healthier lives. Each 12-week 

programme has been designed by experts to ensure participants are supported to make 

sustainable changes.  

What programmes does One You Cheshire East offer? 

• Move More: exercise classes to gradually build fitness and boost activity levels 

• Lose Weight: a course designed to help participants to create healthier eating habits 

and understanding more about food and nutrition 

• Be Smoke Free: coaches supply support and guidance to help participants quit 

smoking, as well as providing free quit smoking aids 

• Healthy Baby & You: designed to help expectant mothers to stay healthy during 

pregnancy and lose weight post pregnancy 

• Stand Strong: Otago fitness classes to help those aged 65+ to reduce their risk of 

falling. 

Why are programmes so important in the current climate? 

One You Cheshire East’s Health & Wellbeing Manager Sarah explained “The free 

programmes that we deliver have always been incredibly important; they enable Cheshire 

East residents to make positive changes to their health and lifestyles that they may not 

otherwise be able to afford to do. The pandemic has put increased emphasis on improving 

our health and fitness, so we knew that we did not have any time to waste. We worked 

tirelessly to ensure that our programmes could be delivered remotely, without 

compromising on the quality of the service we provide.”  

Participants can join the live classes via Teams or a private Facebook group. The Facebook 

groups have proved an enormous success in providing a community space where all 

participants are free to ask questions or contact their coach directly for any advice and offer 

support and motivation to one another.  

The coaches have also been checking in with participants on a weekly basis to answer any 

questions and to help them stay on track. This personal touch has proven invaluable for 

many participants who struggled with a lack of contact during lockdown. 

Not only have the coaches been delivering daily exercise classes throughout lockdown, they 

have also been running regular live cook-alongs and Q&A sessions, which have been 

incredibly popular. 

You can read more at www.oneyoucheshireeast.org or ring 0808 1643 202 for information. 

The website includes a number of free apps for download as well as lifestyle advice. 
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CHRISTMAS AT CHRIST CHURCH 

Christmas is not cancelled at Christ Church! We have services and activities 

planned and even if last minute changes have to be made, we will still be 

celebrating. Do join us online or in-person to celebrate Christmas with us this 

year. Pre-booking essential for all services. To book contact the church office 

via email: christchurchoffice@hotmail.co.uk or phone: 01270 872291. Check 

out our website and Facebook page to get the latest information. 

Outdoor Nativity Saturday 5th December 

A social-distanced walk-through Nativity with live animals. Your family group 

will travel around the church grounds stopping at each of five stations to 

experience the events of the Nativity.  

Carol Services Sunday 20th December 5pm & 7pm  

Gather with others to listen to carols and hear the message of Christmas.  

Christmas Eve Crib Services 3pm & 4pm 

A short interactive service for all ages reflecting on the events of the Nativity.  

Christmas Eve Communion Services 6pm & 11pm 

Formal services of Holy Communion. 

Christmas Day Celebration 10:30am 

Come and celebrate Christmas with us. 
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 Cheshire Connect works across the whole of Cheshire, including 

Haslington, Sandbach and Middlewich  

Set up by David Briggs, Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire, we are charity which help businesses 

and charities work together to support the local community. We match business skills, 

kindly offered for free, by the business community with charities that need those skills to 

make them more sustainable and reach more people. 

In the last year we have made 217 such matches and facilitated over 5000 skilled 

volunteering hours’ worth over £572,598 to the voluntary sector. We have also supported 

more than 60 charity chief executives and senior leaders through our suite of leadership and 

peer support programmes. 

Rolling into Autumn and Wintertime has a new meaning this year, during the Covid-19 

pandemic. Many people have found the necessity to dig deep for resilience, ingenuity, and 

creativity to repurpose and create new ways of delivering services and products.  This has 

been challenging and for some, opened new possibilities. 

There are many examples of commercial businesses and local charities coming together to 

ensure those most vulnerable in our community can access support in a safe and covid-19 

(CV-19) secure environment.  

For example, during this time, we have supported charities with H&S and Covid-19 Risk 

Assessments, marketing, social media, HR, and strategic planning. 

If you are a charity that needs some support to build resilience or capacity, then please get 

in touch so that we can explore how Cheshire Connect can best support you. 

OR 

If you are a business or a skilled individual interested in knowing more about how you can 

get involved with Cheshire Connect and make a real difference to your local community 

then please get in touch too.  

Please contact your local business connector:  

Haslington: Crewe and South Cheshire - Dianne Parrish at 

dianneparrish@cheshireconnect.org   

Sandbach: Congleton and Macclesfield - Cherie Semper at 

cheriesemper@cheshireconnect.org  

Middlewich: Mid Cheshire - Georgina Chapman at georginachapman@cheshireconnect.org 
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HASLINGTON VOLUNTEERS ROLL OUT THE YELLOW-BRICK CARPET! 

Since the start of Covid-19 pandemic hitting, Haslington businessman Philip Garcia McKnight 

with a few key prominent villagers established a Parish wide volunteer group of over 400 

people helping the 6000 plus residents in Haslington, Winterley, Oakhanger, and Crewe 

Green with everything from medication, transportation, shopping, financial, food, and 

emergency supplies. Due to the lack of local parish council financial funding, the group 

decided to embark on a number of revenue-generating initiatives to enable them to 

continue to help those who had been hit by the effects of the pandemic.  Over the summer 

they teamed up with local hero Wayne, who spent the early part of lockdown utilising his 

daily exercise time to engage the community dressing as 'Where's Wally' - taking his random 

routes via as many houses as possible - there was a flurry of people posting up photos of 

him and the local Facebook groups were red hot guessing where he was on a daily basis!  

The joint venture saw the Haslington Support Group running a virtual safari in and around 

Haslington, Winterley, and Crewe Green - where children and adults alike would follow a 

map to discover a wide range of animals planted around the houses and businesses!  A 

similar idea was done for Halloween and this December sees the whole of the Village 

turning to the Yellow Brick Road, with a Wizard of Oz-themed trail!  The project is gaining a 

lot of celebrity backing too from household names like Mr. Russell Grant, Denise Welch, 

Simon Gregson, Alex Reid, GBBO star Karen Wright and many more! This combined with 

their Grand raffle to win a 50" 4K TV, Shark Vacuum, and many more prizes, is hoping to 

enable the group to help those who are particularly going to struggle this Christmas. 

Nominations for Christmas hampers, help, and assistance can be gained by visiting 

http://HaslingtonGroup.co.uk or by calling 01270 419 119. 
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheshirefire.gov.uk%2Fassets%2F1%2FCFRS-logo-website.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheshirefire.gov.uk%2F&tbnid=FbYNMtAQdxS-gM&vet=12ahUKEwjPq9y5gKDtAhUCzBQKHalYD9EQMygAegUIARCwAQ..i&docid=Hlcxk31KIEJzzM&w=300&h=250&q=cheshire%20fire%20and%20rescue%20logo&safe=active&ved=2ahUKEwjPq9y5gKDtAhUCzBQKHalYD9EQMygAegUIARCwAQ
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Due to these unprecedented times, this year we have chosen to make our 

annual ‘Carols at Christmas’ event virtual. 

We will be bringing the sound of joyful choirs, your favourite carols, and 

readings from very special guests into the comfort of your own home. 

On the night our BAFTA Award winning host, Carey Mulligan, will be joined by 

some very special guests including Oscar-nominated actor Jonathan Pryce CBE, 

award-winning actor Lesley Manville OBE and distinguished journalist Sir 

Trevor McDonald OBE. 

We will also enjoy “never before seen” performances by Scouting for Girls and 

musician and composer, Paul Harvey. As well as a few surprise appearances 

along the way! 

Our Virtual Carols at Christmas concert will be starting at 6.30pm on Thursday 

17 December. 

Taking part is free, but we ask that you please consider making a donation to 

support our work.  

Any gift you make will directly support the hundreds of thousands of people 

affected by dementia, who are facing bigger challenges than ever before in the 

wake of the coronavirus pandemic. 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/events-and-fundraising/join-

event/special-events/christmas-carols 

 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/events-and-fundraising/join-event/special-events/christmas-carols
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/events-and-fundraising/join-event/special-events/christmas-carols
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alzheimers.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Fimage_auto_height_default%2Fpublic%2F2018-05%2F1200x675%2520logo.jpg%3Fitok%3DcN4nfXxt&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alzheimers.org.uk%2Fmedia%2F3256&tbnid=hAV0YTKqTO2PIM&vet=12ahUKEwj8t8jhgaDtAhWSAhoKHa28DS8QMygAegUIARCtAQ..i&docid=FPfupZ88DPJonM&w=1720&h=968&q=alzheimers%20logo&safe=active&ved=2ahUKEwj8t8jhgaDtAhWSAhoKHa28DS8QMygAegUIARCtAQ
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Year 7 tutor groups at Middlewich High 

School had an inter-form writing 

competition to write about the positives of 

living in Middlewich. These are the 2 

winners – think I fancy a move to 

Middlewich based on these!! 
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Middlewich stories 

Middlewich Resident Anne Russell is ‘Going Gnome for Christmas’ 

Middlewich resident Anne Russell has been creating a series of decorative displays 

throughout lockdown for everyone to enjoy in her local area. Anne’s latest Gnome theme is 

proving a hit after putting out a Facebook appeal, people have enthusiastically donated 

materials for Anne to innovatively re-cycle into festive items including Noddy the Snowman. 

Re-cycling is close to Anne’s heart and she can often be seen carrying out much valued 

voluntary litter picking throughout Middlewich.  

And it is all in a good cause! Anne is raising money for the Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Association which she is a keen supporter of. It is an organisation that she worked for in 

Warwickshire for eleven years before moving to Middlewich where she runs her own small 

floristry business.  

You can contribute to Anne’s very worthwhile fundraiser via: Go Fund Me 

FULL LINK:  

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/5amuhd-a-cause-i-care-about-needs-

help?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Middlewich and District Round Table ‘MiddleWitch Fest’  

The new ‘MiddleWitch Fest’ scarecrow competition proved massively popular during the 

month of October when households and businesses were invited to sign up and create a 

scarecrow in their garden. The whole spooky thing was organised and coordinated by the 

Middlewich and District Round Table who successfully encouraged over 60 entrants to take 

part. 

‘MiddleWitch Fest’ entries were mapped online which allowed many people to plan a safe 

walkabout to view the trail. From spiders to ghosts and ghouls, from the funny to the 

revolting; the imagination of people ran wild and Halloween scarecrows popped up 

everywhere.  

If you dare, you can view the full set of entries at:  

 https://vimeo.com/474157690?ref=em-shar 

   

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/5amuhd-a-cause-i-care-about-needs-help?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://uk.gofundme.com/f/5amuhd-a-cause-i-care-about-needs-help?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://vimeo.com/474157690?ref=em-shar
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The Historic Middlewich Murgatroyd Brine Works Project  

A major and exciting Middlewich project of significant historical importance has been 

completed and it is expected to open to the public, subject to any Covid-19 regulations, in 

the Spring of 2021.  

The Middlewich Murgatroyd Brine Pumps were an ‘at risk’ scheduled monument and the 

last remaining part of ‘Murgatroyd’s Salt and Chemical Works’ which operated from 1889 

until 2010. The monument lies approximately 100m east of Brooks Lane, Middlewich in East 

Cheshire.  

The Murgatroyd's Brine Works consists of two brine pump houses, three brine pumps, a 

timber pump head gantry, a hand dug timber lined brine shaft, a capped brine shaft, a 

header tank, two external electrical pumps, a pole-mounted power distribution transformer, 

part of two transfer pipes and the buried remains of the original steam-power plant. 

The entire site had fallen into extreme disrepair but as a direct result of the sheer 

determination of Kerry Kirwan, Middlewich Heritage Officer, and the many volunteers who 

have given many hours of their invaluable time on behalf of the Middlewich Heritage Trust, 

the monument has now been fully restored.  

The entire project has been funded by a number of organisations including Historic England, 

Heritage Fund, Association of Industrial Archaeology, Cheshire East Council, Middlewich 

Town Council, Unite, Middlewich Heritage Society and voluntary donations. It is expected to 

become a key tourist attraction and educational facility. 

The project funding also enabled the Trust to work with the Salt & Chemical archive of the 

late George Twigg, consisting of nearly 3,000 items: photographs, drawings, documents, 

audio and film tapes. The result is a new archive placed on a newly rebuilt website, which 

will grow to be a valuable online resource. 

Full details about the project and the history of the monument can be found on the 

Middlewich Heritage Trust webpage:   https://www.middlewich-heritage.org.uk/art-

murgatroyds-brine-pump/ 

Middlewich Virtual Museum: https://www.middlewichvirtualmuseum.co.uk/the-george-d-

twigg-collection/ 

Historic England listing: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1020122 

Volunteers on site are George Steer, Mike Walton, Glynn Walker and David Nellist. 
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How the Referral to Wellbeing Service works 

You, someone you know, or your care professional will enter some key 

information about your condition and needs: 
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An online resource page will be created specifically for you, taking into account 

your age group and locality to provide you with matching resources that can 

help: 
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Keeping your information secure 

The Referral to Wellbeing Service is hosted by a secure third party called 

HealthUnlocked. Your health information will be securely encrypted and stored 

on their network online.  All Personal Data will be appropriately backed up and 

stored in a secure off-site facility by HealthUnlocked. 

Your information will be securely retained and stored in line with the General 

Data Protection Regulations.   

If you believe that your personal information is inaccurate, you have a right to 

contact the Information Commissioners Office. They can be contacted at the 

following address;   

https://ico.org.uk/your-data-matters/raising-concerns/ 

or 

Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 

 Water Ln, Wilmslow, SK9 5AF 

 

Subjects’ rights 

Under data protection law you have a number of rights which you can exercise.  

These are: 

• Right of access 

• Right to rectification 

• Right to restrict processing 

• Right to object 

• Right to data portability 

• Right to erasure (right to be forgotten) 

For further information on the service please visit 

livewell.cheshireeast.gov.uk/referraltowellbeing 

 

 


