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Funding News
The CEC Covid Response and Recovery Fund has been
updated to reflect the additional £150k funding from the
Outbreak Management Fund.

The Congleton & Dane Valley Connected
Communities Meeting have started this month
again.

The outcomes will be focused on the below:
•
•

If you would like to join us or would like more
information on the work we do please contact:

•

muktadir.khan@cheshireeast.gov.uk

•

Feel free to get in touch with the Connected
Communities Centre’s
in your area for an update on
activities and associated:

•

Contacts details are on the below link:
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_d
emocracy/connected-communities/connectedcommunities.aspx

Mental Health Projects, including adults, children and those
socially isolated
Digital Inclusion Projects, including families, older people and
those socially isolated
Providing essential/emergency support during evenings and
weekends, including meals, food and essential supplies, fuel.
Alleviating food or fuel poverty for vulnerable people including
food banks, debt management and emergency assistance.
Projects which contribute to the continual control, minimisation
or elimination of the community transmission of COVID-19 by
reducing the rate of infection and enabling people to live a safer
and more normal life.

For an application form and further details please email:

communitygrants@cheshireeast.gov.uk

Cheshire East Day Opportunities Questionnaire
If you, a member of your family or somebody you have caring responsibilities for accesses day opportunities (a day service)
or may do so in the future we want to hear from you.
To help us plan and develop services for the future, we want to understand how you feel about current day opportunities, if
the service offered meets your current and future expectations and what ideas you might have for new approaches.

•

Cheshire East Day Opportunities questionnaire

•

Easy Read Version: What do you like about day opportunities?

Please submit your response by 5pm on 31 May 2021.
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/consultations/consultations.aspx
If you would like further information on the engagement process around Day Opportunities in Cheshire East, or to request a
paper version please contact: mark.hughes@cheshireeast.gov.uk or gerard.buckley@cheshireeast.gov.uk.
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Some of the great acts of kindness continues within Holmes Chapel
Partnership…..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dane Sound radio programme of hymns and reflections recorded and taken to people who
enjoy singing hymns but cannot access online
On Valentines weekend, flowers and chocolates were taken to a number of people who have
been widowed during the year
A lady made and delivered ‘Scottish tablet’ to several homes
Spring flowers were delivered to a number of people either living on their own or in need of TLC
A 6 years old child made a picture and wrote on it a positive message for her teacher.
A 5 years old child decorated gift bags and brought in flowers for her teacher and teaching
assistants.
The whole class of year 5 children at one of our primary schools pledged to do something kind
for their family.
A Y5 child wrote letters for children in the class and delivered them.
A parent brought in snacks and drinks for the key worker children who were in school and
cakes for the staffroom.
A 6 year old child and her family regularly puts pictures and notes through the door of their
elderly neighbour (87) who lives alone.
A 6 years old boy helps his mum to deliver groceries to a family who are shielding.
A teacher came home and found the pavement outside her house had been decorated with
lovely chalk drawings and messages from her neighbours' children.
Older pupils at one of our primary schools baked biscuits for the staff room.
A Year 5 child baked for the family
A teacher put a chocolate and a positive message in each mug in the staff room cupboard.
A member of staff stayed late to help a colleague set up some online learning resources.
A family brought in cakes and speciality coffees for the staff at one of our primary schools.
Ladies from one of our Churches print and deliver a weekly news letter to a number of people
not on line – contains interesting articles, quiz, something to make them smile.
A 10 years old boy made a card and wrote a kind message to an elderly lady
A lady was cheered up after receiving flowers from two people who had heard she was not
feeling well after her vaccination
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Doorstep Soup Delivery
A volunteer and a Holmes Chapel Parish Counsellor Anita Armitt has been shopping and doing other
errands for some of our residents since the first lockdown in March, which is now a long time! She
recently very kindly made them all some home-made soup to have when they returned from their
vaccination outing – a very kind act on top of everything else she does for them.

Winter Warmth
We have experienced some bright and sunny moments during these last few days but the cold weather
is still with us. With that in mind and considering ‘winter wellness’, some residents may be experiencing
difficulties with fuel and food poverty. At Cheshire East we have managed to secure some supplies
from central government funding, for distribution to those most in need across our communities.
Some of the items we have include: microwaves, heaters, slow cookers, sleeping bags (only for the
homeless), blankets, hot water bottles and personal items – warm hats, gloves, thermal socks.
If you have a need in your service area or know of residents who could benefit from any of these items,
please make contact with colleagues of mine, who are coordinating the distribution of goods
If you would like to access goods, subject to criteria, please contact:
muktadir.khan@cheshireeast.gov.uk
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Thanks to funding from the Cheshire Community Foundation, Citizens Advice Cheshire North and
Stockport & District Mind are working together on a Community Advocacy service that will see Mind
operating in the borough for the first time in a number of years.
The work of the project will blend the technical experience and knowhow of Citizens Advice around
problems such as welfare rights, debt, employment and housing, all things that have been an issue
during Covid, with the softer mental health skills and expertise of Mind.
Due to Covid face to face interviews are suspended, but the support and help is still available, so if
anyone you know who has issues with their mental health and would like some support with a
problem, they can simply contact the Citizens Advice and they will get back to you:
01625 708608 leave a message we will call back Email: citizensadvicecn.org.uk/email/cacn-ema …
UNCLASSIFIED
https://

il-form

Are you aged 16 to 24 and unemployed? A paid Kickstart placement may be for YOU.
Plus Dane are pleased to be supporting Kickstart placements which can help you to develop the skills and
experience you need to find work, through valuable six-month placements in a range of jobs. Placements
are for 25 hours per week and paid at National Minimum Wage or National Living Wage.
To apply you need to be 16 to 24 and on Universal Credit with no earnings when you apply (you can
turn 25 within the six-month placement).

Plus Dane Housing has a variety of paid work placements available as part of the Governments
Kickstart scheme for young people and we are encouraging tenants and customers to apply for the
following positions;
4 x Grounds Maintenance Worker
1 x Sheltered Scheme Activities Coordinator
1 x Sheltered Scheme Administrator
Closing date for these positions is W/C 3rd May
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Village Children picking up litter and weeds.
A new initiative is underway to get our junior residents involved in keeping the village looking clean and
tidy. At the latest meeting of the Village Volunteers on Sunday there were 12 new volunteers joined in to
help out, and between them cleaned up a lot of litter, which others have chosen to leave behind, as well as
getting involved with weeding and gardening.
The Parish Council were delighted to support this venture and have provided tools for the junior
gardeners.
Grateful thanks to Alison, Naomi and Graham, who co-ordinate these volunteer sessions and to all the
junior volunteers who have given up their time for Holmes Chapel. We are also grateful for the ongoing
commitment of our long standing volunteers, who have tirelessly worked in Holmes Chapel for many
years. Great work!
Find out more about the sessions: https://www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk/village

It is great to see the involvement of these younger residents in spreading the message to PICK UP your
litter and TAKE IT HOME! Let's spread the word and stop littering.
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Volunteering in Our Village
Village Volunteers
Originally conceived by the Parish Council, the Village Volunteers are a familiar sight in the village, having been formed in the early “noughties” with the
aim of bringing together local residents interested in keeping the village looking at its best, and attractive throughout the year.
Our activities cover gardening and litter picking in the village centre – no previous skill is necessary. We supply the tools and all we need are volunteers
who can spare a small amount of time to make the village look good.
Gardening work (weeding, pruning and planting) is usually easier done when a number of volunteers work together so this work tends to take place during
our planned sessions - can you help and put your green-fingers to good use? Litter pickers operate at the same time but we can also arrange for you to
work independently at a time to suit you better if you prefer.

You don’t have to be especially fit or active and we have volunteers of quite an age range. We work on a very informal basis as we firmly believe that
volunteering should be a happy and pleasant experience providing an opportunity to meet with other likeminded people.
We do appreciate that people’s busy lives mean that they cannot always commit to attending every planned session and where this is the case members
are of course free to turn out as and when they can.
If you would like to learn more about helping us to keep our community such a great place to live please contact us via email
at clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone us here in the parish office to be put in touch with the Village Volunteers Co-ordinators; Graham
Povey, Naomi Sumpter and Alison Wright
Our planned sessions are on a Sunday morning once a month from 10am to noon (February to November) and also on one Monday evening a month
from 6pm to 7pm (April to September). Dates are listed here:
Weekend meeting – 10am to 12pm
Sunday 14 February
Sunday 14 March
Sunday 11 April
Sunday 9 May
Sunday 13 June
Sunday 11 July
Sunday 8 August
Sunday 12 September
Sunday 10 October
Sunday 21 November
Weekday meeting – 6pm to 7pm
Monday 19 April
Monday 17 May
Monday 21 June
Monday 19 July
Monday 16 August
Monday 20 September
Monday 18 October
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MENTELL - a men’s space for talking !

Mentell offers a free, confidential space for men to talk. Our groups are currently held on zoom
every Monday 7-9.
Pre covid we had 4 face to face groups running, Stockport, Hyde, Congleton & Glossop,
however we shut the groups down & went online, which has now pushed Mentell nationwide.
We can now support men all over the country, [in this weeks session we had 56 men]
We have been commissioned by DCC to move into key area’s of Derbyshire. As well as the
online support, we also have a Community Team who will do the groundwork raising
awareness in a community, and also commissioned by Cheshire Minds Matter.
Mentell runs on 7 principles
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respect
Safety
Confidential
Free from Judgement
Free from Commitment
Free from Advice
Freedom to share or Listen

To get in touch of find out more or set up a circle near you contact Jo on
community@mentell.org.uk or visit https://www.mentell.org.uk/
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