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Funding News
The CEC Covid Response and Recovery Fund has been
updated to reflect the additional £150k funding from the
Outbreak Management Fund.
The outcomes will be focused on the below:
The Bollin Partnership (a local
neighbourhood partnership) will be
holding their next virtual meeting in
March 2021.

•

If you would like to join us or would
like more information on the work
we do please contact:

•

•

val.burlison@cheshireeeast.gov.uk
Feel free to get in touch with the
Connected Communities Centre’s
in your area for an update on
activities and associated:
Open Arms Community Centre at
Colshaw Farm; Please contact:
val.burlison@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Oakmere Extra Care Housing,
Advantage,
please contact: 01625 525168.
Wilmslow Library,
please contact: 01625 374060.

•
•

Mental Health Projects, including adults, children
and those socially isolated
Digital Inclusion Projects, including families, older
people and those socially isolated
Providing essential/emergency support during
evenings and weekends, including meals, food and
essential supplies, fuel.
Alleviating food or fuel poverty for vulnerable people
including food banks, debt management and
emergency assistance.
Projects which contribute to the continual control,
minimisation or elimination of the community
transmission of COVID-19 by reducing the rate of
infection and enabling people to live a safer and
more normal life.

For an application form and further details please email:
communitygrants@cheshireeast.gov.uk

United Reformed Church, Wilmslow.
Please contact: 01625 432600.
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Hope Central receive £5,000 funding from Handforth Parish Council,
Hope Central have recently received a grant of £5,000 from Handforth Parish Council. Robert
Larkman, Director said ‘This will make an enormous difference to our work as we move on from a year
that was almost entirely taken up with providing a food bank for families who were struggling to put
food on the table.
With the increased challenges of Christmas over we have now had time to analyse our achievements
of the last 12 months.
During the first 3 months of the year (when people had the support offered through our Hope Centres)
we delivered an average of 20 hampers per month from our Handforth hub. Since then numbers have
increased to 126 per month. Thanks to our partnership with Fare Share, a number of supermarkets
donating their surplus along with the generosity of our amazing supporters, the contents of hampers
has been enhanced with fresh meat, fruit, vegetables and bakery. This has almost doubled the value
of an average hamper to £43.56. We also provided 261 Christmas hampers full of seasonal treats.
In 2021 our vision is to further develop our core focus which has always been to address the issues
that lead to food poverty. To this end (to support people to overcome poverty and become self sufficient), we are rolling out new services in partnership with Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
including a Job Club which launched last month with 2 Handforth residents enrolled on our first 8 week
course.
This will run alongside our existing CAP Fresh Start service - helping people break free from life
controlling habits like drinking, smoking, gambling, and internet addictions - and our CAP Money
courses. We see these services as being invaluable in helping people recover from the impact of the
last year.
We are planning to open a CAP Debt Centre in May which will give local people access to
unsurpassed expertise and proven assistance in resolving their debt.
We eagerly anticipate the re-opening of our Hope Centres where we will be able to deliver these
services face to face and provide people with the human contact we have all been missing during the
last year’.

www.hopecentral.org.uk
Please follow the link below to support Hope
Central through Amazon Smile.
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1183290-0
and here to find us on Face Book
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News Updates
Wilmslow URC and friends have supported the vaccination programme at Wilmslow Health
Centre. Volunteers have been on hand as the mass vaccination clinics have been held. More
than 1,200 people have currently received their jabs.
The church car park has had lots of very grateful visitors as it is the nearest place to stop
before attending the clinic. The church offers hot drinks and somewhere to warm up and dry
out for the volunteers!
Volunteers continue to be busy in the local areas of Alderley Edge, Chelford, Handforth and
Wilmslow. If you would like to offer your services we have many opportunities which can
include: Befriending via the telephone, shopping, collecting prescriptions. For more details
please contact: val.burlison@cheshireeast.gov.uk
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Open Arms Community Centre has now commenced their new project which offers meals
for families and individuals requiring short term support.
An example would be an individual that has been in hospital and needs very short-term
assistance by having access to pre- cooked healthy meals for a maximum of three main dinner
meals.
The meals, in foil sealed containers and are available in different sizes, meals for 1,2,4 and 6.
For further details and to access the offer please contact: val.burlison@cheshireeast.gov.uk

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Winter Warmth
Due to funding received from CEC and DEFRA we have been able to secure goods to help
people who are in fuel poverty.
We have an assortment of stock which includes oil filled radiators, duvets, slow cookers,
microwaves, thermal hats/socks/gloves, snuggle blankets and flasks.
If you would like to access goods, subject to criteria, please contact:
Val.burlison@chehisreeast.gov.uk
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Thanks to funding from the Cheshire Community Foundation, Citizens Advice Cheshire North and
Stockport & District Mind are working together on a Community Advocacy service that will see Mind
operating in the borough for the first time in a number of years.
The work of the project will blend the technical experience and knowhow of Citizens Advice around
problems such as welfare rights, debt, employment and housing, all things that have been an issue
during Covid, with the softer mental health skills and expertise of Mind.
Due to Covid face to face interviews are suspended, but the support and help is still available, so if
anyone you know who has issues with their mental health and would like some support with a
problem, they can simply contact the Citizens Advice and they will get back to you:
01625 708608 leave a message we will call back Email: citizensadvicecn.org.uk/email/cacn-ema …
ht tps://
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